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This Kerala school teacher has built a farm biz utilising her spare time

BY SREERENJINI | ON FEBRUARY 26, 2025

@Open Digest

a fresh perspective
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A school teacher in Kerala has built a successful farming business utilising her spare

time and that too converting her four acres of rubber plantation into a thriving farm
of dragon fruit and other exotic fruits.

With rubber plantation fetching no desired income, 42-year-old Anit Thomas of
Kumaramangalam in Thodupuzha, Idukki took the bold step to fell the rubber trees
and transform the land into a thriving farm cultivating dragon fruit and other exotic
fruits. Today, her venture not only provides a steady income but has also made her a
sought-after supplier of fruit saplings, earning her revenue in lakhs.

installing mist sprinkler and drip irrigation for watering the crops. My husband and
my children also support me in day-to-day activities of the farm,” Anit told “Open

While the sale of exotic fruits brings her a good income, her major revenue stream
comes from sapling sales. Understanding the growing demand for high-value fruit
cultivation, Anit began propagating saplings of all the varieties she grew. Local
farmers, gardening enthusiasts, and commercial growers now rely on her farm for
high-quality planting material.

“The demand for exotic fruits is increasing, and many farmers are looking for
alternatives to traditional crops like rubber and coconut. By selling saplings, I help
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I can help you with:

¢ Product Promotion in Relevant Industries

* Showecasing Business Operations or Travel
Experiences

* Advocacy for Ethical Practices or Authentic
Local Experiences

* Collaborative Partnerships for Increased

Visibility and Engagement

Anit Thomas shares ideas and
knowledge related to

« Agriculture activities & Tools
* Gardening tips

e Farm visits

e Interior Plants

* Destination promotion

» Nature stays, etc.

A botany teacher at Co-Operative Public School
Thodupuzha. She is very interested in agricultural
activities. Her goal is to support every home to have
a vegetable garden. To achieve this noble purpose,
she started vlogging through the LiveKerala. Lives
in Thodupuzha, Kerala having farms. and fruit
gardens.

Anit Thomas's online presence has had a notable
impact on shaping discussions surrounding
agriculture in Kerala. Their posts and opinions have
influenced public opinion and contributed to a
broader awareness of agricultural and nature stays
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Dragon fruitis making it...
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(Hylocereus polyrhizus), red skin, purple flesh
(Hylocereus costaricencis) and yellow skin,
white flesh (Hylocereus (Selenicerus)
megalanthus).
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The saplings are priced from ¥100 onwards
and the fruit costs ¥200-250 per kilogram
these days. Anit Thomas, a science teacher
from Thodupuzha, started growing it two
years ago after she was fascinated by the
vine and the fruit. Now she has started
commercial cultivation. “It is an easy-to-
maintain plant. I have been getting a lot of
enquiries after I posted a video about
cultivating it on my YouTube channel. I also
sell stem cuttings at ¥75 per piece,” she says.
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